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Director:
Student Support Services and
Buffalo Hide Academy

Blackfeet Nation - Browning, MT



Introduction: Blackfeet Reservation

e 18,000 enrolled members
e Browning Public schools serve 2,000 students K-12
"~ e Reservation is approximately one million acres
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® High Socioeconomic Risk Factors
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Issue #1: Relationships

How do we create a culture of respect, reciprocity, and responsibility in our students?

Status Quo

Lacking reciprocity
Hierarchical

Punitive approach to
discipline and
student discipline

Parents/Caregivers
are treated as
obstacles as opposed
to resources

ldeal Scenario

Foundation of ALL
education

Restorative approach

Oral culture practice
listening

Unconditional
positive regard

High
expectations/High
support

)

Roadmap
Trauma engaged
NO violence

Cultural Values




Issue #2: Academics

How do we repair the damage from western education and begin to re-Indigenize learning?

Status Quo ldeal Scenario Roadmap
“Western Ed”
Control and Compliance e Community-led e EDUCATIONAL
Memorization and SOVEREIGNTY!
discrete skills e Tribal perspective

Our community’s culture

. . e Support from local
is not reflected in the

: e [nspire and Heal leaders in the
curriculum
“Industrial” model of - ‘ development of
education e (ritical Thinking pedagogy and
Standardized assessment curriculum

is prioritized over
student safety and
building relationships
Rewards test-taking
skills as opposed to
teamwork, problem
solving and social
emotional intelligence
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INDIGENOUS
WORLDVIEWS

e ¥

RELATIONSHIPS

An understanding that
humans are in
interdependent relationships
with plants, animas, land,
water, other natural
s e e et
present, and future).

Deep and wide systems of
relationality are at the center
of Indigenous existence and
are at the heart of
mmgenous understandings
tolive in connected,
ethical, loving, and
sustainable ways.

AR

Thousands of Indigenous
worldviews exist. Each is
unique. These ways of
knowing and being in the
world are often
connected to particular
languages and cultural
practices and are rooted
in specific places. The
principles here are some
that many Indigenous
Peoples have in common.
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RECIPROCITY
A practice that asks humans in
relationship with one another
and with any more-than-human
beings (e.g, plants, land,
animals) to leam ways to gift the
person or being they are in
relationship with something that
\illustrates your respect, care, and

¥
As humans, what are our Q

relational responsibilities? For
what purpose? Being aware of
these questions prioritizes
relationships and reciprocity.
Assuming that humans have
responsibilities to one another
aswellos to

P tothe

Reciprocity demonstrates active
participation in the relationship
thatincludes giving and not just

taking/receiving (e.g. expressing
gratitude toward plants for food

that comes from them).

human beings (e.g., water,
moon, plants) ensures that
many interconnected  \_
relationships between plants,
animals, land, water, other
natural elements, and people
(past, present, and future),
thrive in relation to one
another.

HOLISTIC + CYCLIC

Indigenous worldviews often see
the whole person (physical
emotional,spirtual, and
intellectual) as interconnected to

d in non-linear, non-
hierarchal relationship to other

Created by Meiissa Horner In calaboration
‘Academy 2022-2024 Curriculum Evolution Team.

PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE
An Indigenous approach that
understands everything in the

present is connected to what has

happened i the past, which also
informs what is to come in the
future.

“Armed with spirit and the teachings
of our ancestors, all our relations.
behind us, we are living the
Indigenous future. We are the
descendants of a future imaginary
that has already passed; the
outcome of the intentions,
resistance, and survivance of our
ancestors”
Lindsey Nixon
(anishinaabe/Nehiyaw)
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SO YOU WANT TO
KRNOW ABOUT....
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Colonialism

Event

Settler colonialism began
as an event in history
when settler colonists
arrived to a place with
the intent of staying
there.

St

ructure &g
Settler colonialism is now a
current social structure that
shapes and impacts every
part of mainstream society
from education to medicine
to law to food to media and
morel

Cornerstones of Setuer
Colonialism

Eiminate Indigenous Peoples so settlers
have space to five and create their own

society in place of Indigenous societies.
Attempted efmination of Indigenous
Peaples can be physical genocide
(massacres), cutural genocide
(assimiation), poftical erasure
(racilzation), knowledge erasure
(epistemicide), spatil remova (removal
policies), and others

Produce anti-relationality by erasing
damaging ignoring, and targeting
responsible, reciprocal relationships
between people, land, ideas, cultures,
and more-than -human relatives in
service of prioritizing principles of
ownership and possession over
meaningful relationships.

Settler Colonialism wants land, seeks

' to control the narrative, targets
! Indigenous Peoples, and it harms
and limits EVERYQNE.
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Impose colonial
understandings of property.
Laws, policies, and values that
transform land, water, plants,
animals, humans, ideas, and
materials into possessions that
can be owned

tions for how to be in the

world. Tt

\ Limit o
natural tha
(colonially-af

families, participating in econor
verning, attending o h

Understanding Intergenerational
Historical Trauma (IHT)*

*specific to Indigenous Peaples in the United States

HISTORICAL TRAUMA: A complex form of trauma that consists of
1lative emotional, psychological, physical, social, and cultural
wounds caused by settler colonialism (which Native Peoples have
been targeted by). Historical trauma originates from genocide and
3L loss including decline over time in population, and
disconnection from land, family, and cultural practices.

INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSMISSION OF TRAUMA: Sometimes
referred to as trans- or multigenerational trauma. Intergenerational
trauma is defined as trauma that gets passed down from those who
directly experience an incident to subsequent generations who did not
experience trauma themselves. Intergenerational trauma may begin
with ONE traumatic event affecting an individual, traumatic events
affecting multiple family members over time, and/or collective traur
affecting larger community, cultural, racial, ethnic, or ot
groups/populations (historical trauma).

Intergenerational Collective Loss
Historical Trauma and Grief
HISTORICAL TRAUMA
RESPONSES

Lol _

Settler Colonial Actions That Cause
IHT for Native Peoples:

Massacres. Boarding schools. Past and
present land seizures. Economic
disruption. Forced assimilation. Remo

Photo ilustra

n by Dung Hoang fromi
“Healing Historical Trauma’ by Jackie
Powder

What We Talk
About When We
Talk About

Fxtractive
Colonialism

e ®

Within this kind of colonialism, colonial countries
usually do not intend to live in the territories
and places they extract resources from. They
make decisions from their home countries,
disconnected from the place they are colonizing.

This kind of colonialism transforms lands,
waters, minerals, humans, animals, and more
into resources that can be taken and sold for
the benefit of the colonizing nation. These
profits do not benefit the local place or people.

Rather than eliminate Indigenous Peoples in these
places of extraction, colonizing nations will exploit
Indigenous Peoples for cheap or free labor (eg.
enslavement) and rely on Indigenous knowledge of
and relationships with the place to better extract
materials for profit.

200

The places and Indigenous Peoples targeted by exploitive and
extractive colonialism often remain in political upheaval and

economic distress for years. Some of these countries are poor
have totalitarian governments, and seem “undeveloped; all as a
result of being subjected to extractive colonialism.

COMMON EXTRACTION:

Rubber Minerals for oils

Sugar technology Animals

Humans (ex. cell Furs
Metals /Gems phones) Lumber

Lands and Places Changed and Impacted

o by Extractive Colonialism: —
F - Angola
. -Barbados

- Solomon Islands
- Democratic Republic of Congo

Indigenous Resurgence and
Revitaliztion

RECONNECTION

"There is no concise neat model of resurgence in the way
of approaching decolonization and the regeneration of
our peoples" (Alfred and Corntassel 2005:612).
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Land Language
Indigenous Peoples
(re)connecting with the
landscape and geography of Indigenous languages can
their homelands can support support Indigenous Peoples

the (rejconnection to (it lhem toknowi mg
Indigenous teachings, foods, indigenous ways
lifeways, and values. Specific
Indigenous lands are linked
with Indigenous worldviews
that are independent of colonial
thinking and being

—

In order to recover Indigenous.
worldviews, (re)learning

languages.
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Heal
Relations| S ot
Ownership S
incgenons Feople
Centering meaningful o
relationships with people (past, T G oo
present, and future), with ideas, g e -
plants, animals, land, water, and human) can support the process.
other natural elements helps of healing while also embodying
counter the damage colonialism Indigenous worldviews
has created. Indigeno
relationality is anti-colonial
since it values caring,
interconnected relationships.
over ideas of ownership,
property, and possession (of
land, medicine, people, and
other tems)

ongoing Enhnglement

Since settler and extractive
colonialism stll exist today,
important to note that the
current worldwide continuation,
resurgence, and revitalization of
Indigenous worldviews s
happening while colonialism
continues to try to erase them.

e
“This is a manifesto to create networks of reciprocal
resurgent movements with other humans and
nonhumans radically imagining their ways out of
domination, who are not afraid to let those
imaginings estroy the pillrs of setter
on 2017:10).







