
Commission on 
Native Children

November 18, 2022

Linda K. Smith



Overview of Testimony 

2 bipartisanpolicy.org

Introduction  - BPC and our work 

Major early care and education programs.

Eligibility and funding – barriers for families. 

What we have learned from our work. 

Summary and Recommendations.

1

2

3

4

5



Programs that Support Early Care and Eduation
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• Spread Across Four Federal Agencies (HHS, Education, USDA, Interior)
• Child Care and Development Block Grant

• Head Start & Early Head Start
• Child and Adult Care Food Program
• Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA)

• Maternal , Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV)
• Preschool Development Grants
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

• Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS)
• Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (Parts B & C)
• Family and Child Education (FACES)

• Funding levels vary greatly – CCDBG is the largest source

• Eligibility requirements vary and are impediment to children getting services

• Limit efforts to build collaborations  



• Programs Tribes are Ineligile to Receive or 
Apply For Directly 
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• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B
• IDEA – Part C is limited to Tribes with BIE Schools.
• Preschool (Section 619 ) Grants
• Preschool Development Grants
• Child & Adult Care Food Program – no direct funding to Tribes
• State Grants un Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
• CCAMPIS – Tribal Colleges or Universities are eligible – no grants have been awared

in last three years.
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CCDBG: Biggest ECE Funding Source for Tribes
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Studied 184 Tribal Plans (serve as application for funds) and 477 Tribes.

We learned there is:
• a lack of coordination between tribal and state agencies and between tribal

child care and tribal Head Start Programs.
• large gaps in information completed in the plans.
• large gaps and inconsistencies in comprehensive services provided.
• confusion over “service areas” when consortiums a involved
• inconsistencies between Census, Dol, HHS and BIA data.

“Lack of reliable data hinders policymakers at all levels and contributes to 
inequitable federal funding.” 



Average Annual Funding per Child, Based on CCDF Allocations and 
Child Count Data

According to the latest SIPP data the median spent per week on child care 

in the U.S. is $275.  



Parents – What we have learned
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Conducted site visits, parent focus groups, individual interviews, national parent
survey:

• There is a significant need for supportive services.
• Families prefer services provided by Tribes.
• Parents want a single source of services available and a single application

process.
• Varying eligibility requirements between programs are confusing and

frustrating – especially between Tribal and State programs.
• Families are concerned about health and safety.

Trust is the single most important factor for parents
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Other Lessons Learned 
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Interviews with Tribal Leadership, Program Directors, Staff show need
for:

• leadership involvement and support for coordination between Tribally-
managed programs, especially between child care and Head Start.  

• better data beginning with the need for services  
• a comprehensive plan that identifies barriers and supports change
• coordination with State-run programs.  

Tribal Leadership and Involvement is Critical 



Types of Public Assistance Received by AI/AN Parents in the 
Past Six Months



Coordinating Services



Change will require leadership involvement :
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Interviews with Tribal Leadership, Program Directors, State Staff show
need for:

• A comprehensive approach to identifying need and development of a plan to
meet the need.

• Leadership support for collaboration between tribally-managed programs, 
especially between child care and Head Start.  

• Data to support expanded services
• Identification of barriers to comprehensive services and plan for change
• Coordination with State-run programs.



Tribal-State Relationships are Important:
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Needs of many families living off tribal lands or outside service areas go 
unaddressed.  

• Confusion over service areas are common.
• Need tribal representation in state advisory committees, policy conversations 

and advocacy.
• Training for state bureau chiefs on sovereignty and consultations.  

• Most States ECE Offices are genuinely interested but need help. 
• States need Tribal input into state programs such as MIECHV and CAPTA



Summary 
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Creating equitable early childhood services in the United States means ensuring that 
American Indian, Alaska Native families and children have access to high quality, 
culturally appropriate, comprehensive services that support their healthy growth and 
development.  This includes families living off tribal lands or tribal services areas. 

To date, efforts to ensure this have fallen short.  Tribes are ineligible to receive or 
apply for several major federal programs dedicated to early learning and 
development. When they are eligible for funding, the funding available is not 
calculated based on any reasonable assessment of need.  

BPC has published four reports with accompanying recommendations for Congress, 
Federal Agencies, States and Tribes.  We urge the commission to review these 
findings and recommendations in hopes that we can truly right a wrong and provide 
more equitable support for our American Indian and Alaska Native children.  



• BPC Tribal Early Childhood Resource Hub

• Righting a Wrong: Advancing Equity in Child 
Care Funding for American Indian & Alaska 
Native Families

• The Impact of Federal Early Care and 
Education Programs on Tribes

• Data and Funding Gaps in Tribal Early Care 
and Education

Resources
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https://bipartisanpolicy.org/tribal-child-care-resource-hub/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/righting-a-wrong-advancing-equity-in-child-care-funding-for-american-indian-alaska-native-families/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/impact-federal-programs-on-tribes/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/gaps-in-tribal-care/
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