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Trauma Responsive Interventions
Cultural Programming

Tribal Diversion



 Took into consideration the Adverse 
Childhood Experiences Study (ACE) 

 15 questions performed by probation 
or facility staff

 The higher the score the more trauma 
indicated

 Help understand past trauma of the 
youth, guide intervention strategies 
and responses to behavior, and assist 
in treatment planning



Trauma Screening Tool
51% reported they had a household member or someone they 
cared about go to prison

39% reported loss of a parent or caregiver through divorce, 
abandonment, or other reason

39% reported living with or having frequent contact with 
someone who experienced an alcohol or drug abuse problem  

31% reported experiencing repeated bullying or harassment  



the key principle is creating and maintaining a safe program culture, which is outlined in a series of 
program expectations and taught to clients in the program

teaches staff skills that are more effective in motivating positive behavior with clients than traditional points 
and level systems

is an effective alternative to compliance-focused behavior management systems 

Trauma Informed Effective Reinforcement Systems (TIERS)
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By learning skills which include working as part of a community and increasing youths’ 
cultural identity, positive evidence based outcomes for youth can be achieved such as; 

◦ lower rates of depression, 
◦ decreases in alcohol and drug use, 
◦ decrease in anti-social behaviors, 
◦ lower rates of suicide, and 
◦ reduction of truancy and school dropout. 

Cultural Programming is an excellent opportunity for our youth to learn some 
traditional, yet modernized skills.



Teach traditional Native Values 
Increase knowledge of traditional activities
Teach skills which can provide subsistence foods for their families
Teach skills which can provide an economic resource available in 

rural communities
Positive substance free activity 
Increase positive self identity



Cultural Heritage Week
Culture Camp
Moose Hunt

BYF youth learning to mend a net at fish camp.





Bethel Youth Facility Residents Learn to Catch, Clean, and Dry Fish at Culture Camp





 Akiak
 Alatna
 Allakaket
 Arctive Village
 Asa’carsarmiut
 Atmautluak
 Native Village of Barrow
 Emmonak
 Fort Yukon
 Galena (Louden)
 Holy Cross
 Huslia
 Kalskag
 Kaltag

 Kasigluk
 Kipnuk
 Koyukuk
 Kwethluk
 Lower Kalskag
 Minto
 Mountain Village
 Nikolai
 Nulato
 Nulato
 Orutsararmiut Traditional 

Native Council
 Qagan Tayagungin
 St. Paul Island

 Sand Point
 Scammon Bay
 Tanana
 Venetie
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